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Abstract

This study examines Ibn al-Mugaffa's epistle (Al-Durra al-Yatima) from
a rhetorical perspective, examining its stylistic, structural, and pictorial
features. It simultaneously seeks to reveal the eloquence and uniqueness
of Ibn al-Mugaffa's choice of styles, while also demonstrating their
composition within the vivid contents of his epistle. The importance of
the study lies in tracing Ibn al-Mugaffa's style, establishing a parallel
between it and the style of the Holy Qur'an, in response to the
opposition's slander, which arose only through the accusation of heresy.

The study is based on the theoretical approach of grammar, which
examines the structural characteristics and pictorial patterns within its
normative and normative system, based on two foundations:
composition and selection.

The study is divided into an introduction, a preface, and three chapters.
The preface addresses the general principles of Ibn al-Mugaffa' and his
epistle, describing it as a prose discourse that demonstrates the
uniqueness of its style and the phenomena of composition and structure.
It also highlights the successive influences on Ibn al-Mugaffa' and his
epistle. While the first section addresses the rhetorical gems of the
epistle, through its dense constructional system of command and
prohibition and the accompanying stylistic conciseness, the second
section examines the manifestations of the epistle's consistent styles and
images, manifested in the styles of simile, metaphor, brevity,
exaggeration, fine division, and quotation. The third section draws
parallels between the Qur'anic style and that of Ibn al-Mugaffa' in his
epistle, demonstrating the uniqueness of the Qur'an in its style,
structures, and images, and exonerating Ibn al-Mugaffa’ from the
accusations and heresy attributed to him. Keywords: Prose discourse,
Ibn al-Mugaffa’', The Orphan Pearl, Stylistic phenomena.
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