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Abstract

This research examines the concept of “Istirja™ (the
utterance: "Indeed, we belong to Allah, and to Him we shall
return”) as expounded by Imam al-Qurtubi in his seminal exegesis,
Al-Jami* li Ahkam al-Qur'an. It highlights the profound
implications of this expression in diagnosing the ailments afflicting
the Ummah (Muslim nation) and their impact on societal security.
Al-Qurtubi's application of Istirja’ extends beyond individual
calamities to encompass pivotal issues such as the distortion of the
Quranic text, corruption of religious principles, internal discord, the
abandonment of Jihad, and widespread economic and financial
corruption. The study aims to demonstrate al-Qurtubi's utilization
of this phrase as a critical and cautionary tool, reflecting his deep
understanding of how to connect foundational Islamic texts with
the lived realities of the Ummah. Through an analytical-inductive
methodology, the research scrutinizes instances of Istirja’ within al-
Qurtubi's commentary, extracting his insights into preserving
intellectual security (by fortifying creed and safeguarding the
Quran and Sunnah from distortion) and societal security (by
rejecting internal strife, upholding unity, combating corruption, and
fulfilling the comprehensive obligation of Jihad. It is anticipated
that this research will reveal al-Qurtubi's methodology offers
authentic solutions to contemporary challenges, underscoring that
the rectification and well-being of the Ummah are contingent upon
adherence to the objectives of Islamic law and a return to its
pristine sources. The study concludes with recommendations for
activating these insights in addressing current issues and fostering
awareness of the Ummah's responsibility to maintain its intellectual
and societal security by upholding its core values.

Keywords: Istirja’, Imam al-Qurtubi, Societal Security
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